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SMALLER PRODUCTION OF 13 OUT OF 22 VEGHTABIE SHEDS INDICATED: 
DECREASED ACREAGE MORE THAN OFFSETS INCREASED YIELD PER ACRE 


Production of 13 out of 22 important kinds of vegetable seeds is 


indicated to be smaller this year than last, the Bureau of Agricultural 


Economics reported today, This statement is based on reports from nearly 


all the commercial growers of these seeds during the last half ‘of 
. September and the first half of October, Production of 16 seeds is expect= 


ed to be below the 1940-44 average, The largest prospective (percentage) 
decreases from last year's production are for rutabaga, mangelwurzel, tur- 
nip, onion, carrot, garden beet, and radish, Crops with the largest 
indicated increases are cauliflower, romaine lettuce, wrinkled peas, and 
cucumber, 


Decreased production of a majority of the seeds is attributed to re~ 
ductions in acreage, as most yields per acre are expected to be larger this 
year than last, and also larger than average, Of the 14 seeds each with a 
smaller acreage than last year, decreases are most marked for rutabaga, 
mangelwirzel, turnip, onion, carrot, and garden beet. Increases in acreage 
are largest for wrinkled peas, tomato, cauliflower, and cucumber, 


Yields per acre of 14 seeds are expected to be larger than in 1945, 
and prospective yields of 15 are above average, Kinds of seed indicating 
largest increases over 1945 yields are cauliflower, romaine lettuce, Swiss 
chard, garden beet, heading lettuce, and spinach, Most marked decreases in 
yields are indicated for rutabaga, mangelwurzel, and radish» 


In the mid-September survey, production of 14 kinds is indicated to 
be smaller than was reported in March, when some of the seeds had not even 
been planted and before abandonment, and weather and insect damage could 
be fully anticipated, Of the 14 kinds, declines from March intentions or 
expectations are indicated to be most marked for spinach, turnip, heading 
lettuce, Swiss chard, and romaine lettuce, JIargest increases over March 
indications are for summer squash, wintor squash, ond cucumber. 


The September 15 condition of the 22 vegetable seeds together was the 
best in the four years for which condition records are available, The 
condition of each of these seeds this year followed in parentheses by mid- 
September conditions in 1945 and 1944, respectively, was as follows: dwarf 
green beans, 98 (97 and 86) percent of a full (normal) yield per acre; 
garden beet, 95 (81 and 88); mangelwurzel, 102 (95 and 96); cabbage, 99 

(79 and 83); carrot, 96 (82 and 94); cauliflower, 98 (78 and 90); Swiss 
Chard, 95 (85 and 96); hybrid sweetcorn, 103 (99 and 94); open~pollinated 
sweetcorn, 94 (100 and 80); cucumber, 100 (93 and 81); heading lettuce, 75 
(69 and 81); loosce-leaf lettuce, 100 (89 and 88); romaine lettuce, 109 

(99 and 92); onion, 86 (82 and 87); wrinkled peas, 103 (88 and 94). 

radish, 99 (125 and 86); spinach, 83 (83 and 87); summer squash, 117 (96 
and 96); winter squash, 98 (112 and 101); tomato, 75 (72 and 68); turnip, 
93 (88 and 77), and rutabaga, 81 (94 and 68). 
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ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF 22 VEGETARLE-SEED CROPS 
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